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Sociologists of sport have been at the forefront in challenging our most deeply
held convictions that sports is a critical testing ground for personal character
and success. The data is on the side of the sociologists. Many people persist in
raising their children, and especially their boys, in the belief that the rifuals of
sports are—when properly practiced—important in cultivating an appropriate
gender identity.

he growth of women'’s studies and feminist gender studies has in

recent years led to the emergence of a new men'’s studies (Brod 1987;
Kimmel 1987). . . . Within the sociclogy of sport, gender as a process
that interacts with race and class is usually ignored or taken for
granted—except when it is women athletes who are being studied. So-
ciologists who are attempting to come to grips with the experiences of
black men in general, and in organized sports in particular, have almost
exclusively focused their analytic attention on the variable “black,” while
uncritically taking “men’” as a given. Hare and Hare (1984), for example,
view masculinity as a biologically determined tendency to act as a pro-
vider and protector that is thwarted for black men by socioeconomic and
racist obstacles. Staples (1982) does view masculinity largely as a socially
produced script, but he accepts this script as a given, preferring to focus
on black men’s blocked access to male role fulfillment. These perspec-
tives on masculinity fail to show how the male role itself, as it interacts

with a constricted structure of opportunity, can contribute to locking .

black men into destructive relationships and life-styles (Franklin 1984;
Majors 1986).

This article will examine the relationships among male identity, race,
and social class. . Orgamzed sports, it will be suggested, is a practice
through which men’s separation from and power over women is em-
bodled and naturall;'(,d at the same time that he iC bif_? heter—

MALE IDENTITY AND ORGANIZED SPORTS

Earlier studies of masculinity and sport argued that sports _socialize
boys to be men (Lever 1976; Schafer 1975). Here, boys learn cultural
values and behaviors, such as competition, toughness, and winning at






